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The Importance of Intersectionality in the Classroom

Featuring: 
Arianna Kelawala, OPAWL — Building AAPI Feminist Leadership
Derek Burtch, Erase the Space



Welcome!

Dr. Christina Collins
she/her

Executive Director
Honesty for Ohio Education

ccollins@honestyforohioeducation.org



Mission
Convene, educate, and activate individuals and communities 
to protect honest and inclusive education, building a more 
representative democracy for every Ohioan.

Coalition 
Nonpartisan, Statewide, Diverse Stakeholders

Pillars 
Educate • Advocate • Build Community

Priorities 
Statehouse • State Agencies • Schools

Resources
News, Info, Events, Programs, Organizing

We Are



Agenda
★ State of Education

★ The Importance of Intersectionality 
in the Classroom
○ Arianna Kelawala, OPAWL — 

Building AAPI Feminist Leadership
○ Derek Burtch, Erase the Space

★ Q&A

★ Coming Up…

★ Resources



State of Education 



https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Student-Supports/Ohios-Whole-Child-Framework
https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Student-Supports/Ohios-Whole-Child-Framework


Statehouse 
The Statehouse is on Summer Recess!!

Priorities & Updates
● SB 104 (previously known as HB 183) - Anti-trans “bathroom bill”
● HB 556 - Criminalizes teachers and librarians for “pandering obscenities”
● HB 662 - Defund libraries that display “matter harmful to juveniles”
● HB 445 - Requires Release Time for Religious Instruction (RTRI) policies for 

K12 districts
● SB 83 - Higher Education Destruction Act

More on Legislation Tracker  & HOT SHEET

https://www.honestyforohioeducation.org/legislation-tracker.html


State Agencies
State Board of Education 

Next Meeting: Monday, September 9, 9am 
Meeting Info HERE

Location: William Green Bldg, 30 West Spring 

St., Columbus

Dept of Education & Workforce 

Next Meeting (Tentative): 
Thursday, September 19, 9am 
Meeting Info HERE

Location: 25 S. Front St., Columbus 

Admin rules under consideration HERE

Watch LIVE & archived meetings on The Ohio Channel

https://sboe.ohio.gov/state-board-meetings
https://education.ohio.gov/About/DEW-Public-Meetings
https://education.ohio.gov/About/Ohio-Administrative-Code-OAC-Rule-Comments
https://www.ohiochannel.org/


Honesty READS…
A specially curated reading list featuring 
treasured authors and essential books 
centering themes of race and culture, LGBTQ+, 
disability representation, faith, empowerment, 
and liberation.

This week’s theme: Intersectionality



The Importance of 
Intersectionality in 
the Classroom



Arianna Kelawala
she/her/hers

Educating for Ohio's Future Campaign Organizer
OPAWL — Building AAPI Feminist Leadership

Honesty Welcomes



Derek Burtch
he/him/his

Co-Creator, Erase the Space
English Teacher, Olentangy High School

Honesty Welcomes



Q&A



Coming Up…

Find more at  Honesty Events

8/5:

8/12:

8/19:
8/26:

The People’s Process: How We Level the 
Playing Field
Education Matters: A Closer Look at Ohio’s 
Schools
Be The Change: Engaging in Ohio’s Civic Life
Empowering Ohio Voters: Taking Action for a 
Better Future

https://www.honestyforohioeducation.org/calendar.html


Coming Up…
Enforcing Civil Rights in Schools Today 
Friday August 16th, 11:30-1pm



Join the TEAM!
Honesty Teams!
Connect with students, educators, administrators, local 
leaders, groups, organizations in your community to 
protect honest education in YOUR schools!

Next Meetings
Orientation: Tuesday, August 13, 7pm
Leadership: Thursday, August 22, 7pm

More at Honesty Teams

https://www.honestyforohioeducation.org/join-a-team.html


Stay Connected

JOIN the Honesty Mailing List

FOLLOW @Honesty4OhioEd 

ATTEND Events & Programs

SHARE Alerts, Newsletter, Info

INVITE Us to Your Community/Org



Resources

Honesty for Ohio Education
● Mailing List HERE
● Website HERE
● Social Media: FB • Instagram • Twitter
● Legislation Tracker HERE | Flyer HERE
● Honesty Teams HERE

State of Education
● Track Actions Across US K-12 | CRT | HE
● Roots of Critical Race Theory Campaign HERE 
● Executive Order on Combating Race and Sex 

Stereotyping HERE

Statehouse
● Honesty Legislation Tracker HERE
● Ohio Legislature Site HERE

State Board of Education
● Each Child Our Future Strategic Plan HERE
● Whole Child Framework HERE
● Anti-LGBTQ+ Resolution HERE
● Anti-Racism and Equity Resolution HERE
● Gerrymandering SBOE Districts HERE

Local Schools
● Finding Unity and Common Ground HERE
● ACLU Ohio Student Rights Handbook HERE

https://honestyforohioeducation.us5.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=7050b1d6f8f301713152b6d22&id=3c8f810ca1
https://www.honestyforohioeducation.org/
https://www.facebook.com/Honesty4OhioEd/
https://www.instagram.com/honesty4ohioed/
https://twitter.com/Honesty4OhioEd
https://www.honestyforohioeducation.org/legislation-tracker.html
https://drive.google.com/file/d/16NQGWUayxDS-kwFCg1r79VZV4NLnNiUb/view?usp=sharing
https://www.honestyforohioeducation.org/join-a-team.html
https://www.edweek.org/policy-politics/map-where-critical-race-theory-is-under-attack/2021/06
https://crtforward.law.ucla.edu/
https://www.chronicle.com/article/here-are-the-states-where-lawmakers-are-seeking-to-ban-colleges-dei-efforts?cid=gen_sign_in&cid2=gen_login_refresh
https://www.newyorker.com/news/annals-of-inquiry/how-a-conservative-activist-invented-the-conflict-over-critical-race-theory
https://trumpwhitehouse.archives.gov/presidential-actions/executive-order-combating-race-sex-stereotyping/
https://www.honestyforohioeducation.org/legislation-tracker.html
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/
https://education.ohio.gov/About/EachChildOurFuture
https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Student-Supports/Ohios-Whole-Child-Framework
https://www.honestyforohioeducation.org/title-ix-resolution.html
http://www.honestyforohioeducation.info/sboe-resolution.html
https://www.honestyforohioeducation.org/gerrymandering.html
https://cdfohio.org/finding-unity-and-common-ground/
https://www.acluohio.org/en/know-your-rights/students-rights-ohio-handbook


HonestyforOhioEducation.org • @Honesty4OhioEd   

Thank Y   u


